310        MEMOIRS  OF NAPOLEON BONAPARTE.
Bemusat was the daughter of the Minister Vergennes, and sister to Madame de Eansouty, whom I had sometimes seen with Josephine, but not so frequently as her elder sister. I found the ladies in the avenue which leads to Buel. and saluted Josephine by inquiring respecting the health of Her Majesty. Never can I forget the tone in which she replied: " Ah! Bourrienne, I entreat that you will suffer me, at least here, to forget that I am an Empress." As she had not a thought concealed from Madame de Bemusat except some domestic vexations, of which probably I was the only confidant, we conversed with the same freedom as if alone, and it is easy to define that the subject of our discourse regarded Bonaparte.
After having spoken of her intended journey to Belgium, Josephine said to me, " What a pity, Bourrienne, that the past cannot be recalled ! He departed in the happiest disposition : he has bestowed some pardons : and I am satisfied that but for those accursed politics he would have pardoned a far greater number. I would have said much more, but I endeavored to conceal my chagrin because the slightest contradiction only renders him the more obstinate. Now, when in the midst of his army, he will forget everything. How much have I been afflicted that I was not able to obtain a favorable answer to all the petitions which were addressed to me. That good Madame de Montesson came from Bomainville to St. Cloud to solicit the pardon of MM. de Biviere and de Po-lignac; we succeeded in gaining an audience for Madame de Polignac; . . . how beautiful she is! Bonaparte was greatly affected on beholding her; he said to her,-'Madame, since it was only my life your husband menaced, I may pardon him/ You know ISTapoleon, Bourrienne; you know that he is not naturally cruel; it is his counsellors and flatterers who have induced him to commit so many villanous actions. Bapp has behaved extremely well; he went to the Emperor, and would not leave him until he had obtained the pardon of another of
herself to resemble the Empress in character. "Not a person of transcendent mind, with a neglected education, wanting in gravity and elevation of soul, incapable of prolonged feeling, "such are some of her remarks on Josephine (Remusat, tome i. p. 140).ublic; and this wan not merely a form. It was,No; for on the night of the very day that, Movesiu solicited by letter permission to go to America, he granted him leave to depart.
